Adherence and Hemagglutination of Mammalian Cells by Epidemiologically Distinct Strains of Vibrio vulnificus.
Thirty-eight strains of Vibrio vulnificus were examined for their ability to adhere to human buccal epithelial cells and to hemagglutinate mammalian erythrocytes. Clinical isolates showed significantly greater mean adherence than environmental strains. The ability to hemagglutinate human erythrocytes was closely associated with vigorous buccal cell adherence.